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Ford Tri-Motor 


The Ford Tri-Motor which was operated ir 
mediate predecessor of American Airline 
comfort or appearance to American's pre 


Three decades ago, a cross-country trip ina 
Ford took nearly two days of flying with at 
least a dozen stops—a trying experience for 
even the most enthusiastic of the early air 
travelers. Today, a 707 Astrojet speeds 130 
passengers coast-to-coast in less than five 
hours, 


In its heyday—the late ‘20s and early '30s— 
the Ford was considered something of a mar- 
vel. It was the first all-metal transport. But 
more important, it was the first ‘‘airliner”’ of 
distinction. It quickly established itself as 
safe, durable and dependable for scheduled 
airline operation. It was highly popular with 
pilots and with the few hardy souls, the pio- 
neer passengers, who ventured into the 
“durn flying machines.” 


The Ford gained affectionate nicknames. It 
was best known as the ‘Tin Goose."’ But be- 
cause of its corrugated skin, it was also re- 
ferred to as the ‘‘Flying Washboard."’ 


Because of the Ford's historical contribu- 
tions to the tremendous popularity of air 


By comparison an American Airlines Tri-. 
94 passengers, and has a range of 2,00( 
generate a total thrust of 42,000 Ibs. Witl 
in one hour as much air transportation as 


to the Astrojet 


) the early 30s by American Airways, im- 
s, bears little resemblance in size, power, 
sent-day Astrojets. 


travel and the growth of air transportation, 
American Airlines has purchased two. One of 
them you see here and the other, NC 9683, is 
touring the United States. It will be contrib- 
uted to the Smithsonian Institution's Nation- 
al Air Museum when the building has been 
completed. 


The first Ford Tri-Motor was built in 1926. 
Before going out of the airplane business in 
1932, Ford built 199 Tri-Motors. Admiral 
Richard E, Byrd made the first flight over the 
South Pole in the late '20s in a Ford Tri- 
Motor. New York Gov. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
in 1932 flew from Albany to Chicago to ac- 
cept the Democratic presidential nomination 
in another milestone Ford flight. Both were 
American Airways’ planes. 


The Tri-Motors cruised at 110 mph with a 
maximum speed of 135 mph. Each of the 
three Pratt & Whitney engines produced 420 
horsepower. Its maximum range was listed 
at 500 miles, though scheduled flights were 
generally half that distance. It carried 13 
passengers. 


let 727 Astrojet cruises at 600 mph, seats 
) miles. The three powerful fanjet engines 
1 its speed and capacity, the 727 produces 
the Ford did in 45 hours. 


